symptoms, in whom, after the application of external heat for the removal of the coldness, and the detraction of a quantity of arterialized blood, the tumultuary fever was sometimes speedily dissipated. A couple of large bleedings in one highly plethoric man, seemed competent to occasion no more than a remission. A perfect dissolution of the symptoms occurred for twenty-four hours, after which they returned and a crisis was got only on the 21st day. It is needful to add that there were cases of this fever on which blood-letting had no influence, unless it was a noxious one. Delirium of a most outrageous kind seemed to be sometimes induced by it in nervous, excitable habits, and in one case in which it was largely employed in the outset, it appeared to give rise to the symptoms of intense apoplexy. Such appearances of determination of blood to the head have been long known to be excited by the loss of blood, although the fact has again of late been recurred to as a general principle by the ingenious Dr. Marshall Hall.
In a similar short inflammatory form of continued fever which succeeded a typhus epidemic in Edinburgh, and some cases of which I saw, the same appearance of the dissolution of the fever by the aid of profuse blood-letting was observed. There is little doubt that the cessation of the fever in these cases after bleeding, was more dependent often, however, on the fever than on the remedy. The fever was essentially a short one, but was confounded with the typhus which had preceded, and to some extent accompanied it. My cases are described in the first volume of the Glasgow Medical Journal, and those at Edinburgh in the first volume of the Library of Medicine, and in Dr. Welsh's treatise on the fever of that period.
Bleeding is, especially in country situations, a remedy less likely to do harm than most other alleged febrifuge means; as, even when the disease was typhus, I have never seen a single blood-letting at the outset do harm. There i3 a wise remark which I have read somewhere?" Sanguis frarnat nervos /' and in typhus the disturbance and disorder of the nervous system is one of the great evils of the disease; yet, whether it was from lessening the quantity of circulating mass, and thus diminishing the extent of the venous congestion which afterwards occurred, and which is one of the chief causes of death in typhus, or from whatever cause, I have never seen any evil arise from bleeding in the outset even of typhus. There is, as there has ever been, a class of active practitioners who, whether from an innate, constitutional spirit of restless effort, or from a nervous, silly desire to escape the critical reflections of others by practising in a mechanical, routine way all that has been recommended as useful, leave " no stone unturned," as they say, to insure the destruction of the fever. I have had cases of typhus sent in from the hands of such men, and also frequently of enteric fever, but I can frankly say that I have not seen a tithe of the mischief done in typhus by the lancet, which I have seen in enteric fever by drastic purgatives. I those of our own Jackson and others, for the interesting proofs of the high prophylactic value of full depletion of blood on the first day of the fevers of warm latitudes^ and, also, to the periodical literature of the day, for many striking instances of the value of the practice at the outset of continued fever at home, in the beginning of the present century. But I cannot dismiss the subject without cautioning you, that the records of medicine, especially those of the middle ages, are full of frightful examples of the ruinous consequences of blood-letting when employed freely in certain forms of epidemic continued fever. 1 believe it to be chimerical to expect to arrest the progress of a fever by bloodletting later than the second day ; and, also, that it is wrong to repeat this remedy when the second sound of the heart has become prolonged, or when the murmur of the larger arteries on the application of the pressure of a stethoscope is found shortened.
6. The form of fever in which venesection has been chiefly alleged to prove competent to the extinction of the disease has been the cephalic, and here its use has been often succeeded instantly by the employment of the cold affusion with the same purpose. 
